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A Word (or two) From Your ISTA President!
Happy April and Happy Earth Day!

It is time to get registered for some fantastic professional development! ISTA will be hosting a joint
conference with the Idaho Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the Idaho Environmental
Educators at Borah High School in Boise on August 3rd and 4th!! Registration IS OPEN and this year's
conference is going to be on fire. The State Department of Education will be giving away free books to
the first 200 people who register and our keynote speaker is none other than Steve Spengler. He will be
bringing the energy of science education to the conference main stage and then doing a breakout
session that will give you a chance to meet him in person! Please sign up to present some of the
science awesomeness that is happening in your district to the other attendees spread the word to get
registered for this incredible event!

Melyssa

https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/conference
https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/apply-to-present


https://youtu.be/ZuvmOAgJUM0

Data Puzzles - From CIRES and UC-Boulder
Are you looking for ways to bring authentic and relevant scientific data into your classroom? You've
come to the right place! Data Puzzles combine classroom-friendly scientific datasets with the
research-backed pedagogical practices of Ambitious Science Teaching to give your students the
ultimate inquiry-based learning experience.

We believe that students should learn science the same way scientists do - through exploration,
discovery, and sense-making grounded in observations of the natural world. In a way, science is like a

https://datapuzzles.org/data-puzzle-collection?fbclid=IwAR3Yzs3nxOyPbeV3LqYH-h7ndMGAQUGiuNRfRvRaYr2U-tMGaB1zIJwI_W8


puzzle - the bigger picture is revealed after hunting for and putting the pieces together. Our planet is
full of exciting and intriguing phenomena - invite them into your science classroom today!

The Future of Forests - FREE Teacher Workshop
As wildfires continue to ravage the west, burning more and more of the landscape, many are left
wondering, how will these fire-affected forests will recover? In this FREE teacher workshop, University
of Colorado Boulder curriculum developers lead participants through “The Future of Forests”, a MS/HS
curriculum connected to NGSS life science standards that explores patterns of post-fire recovery (or
lack thereof) across the west and inspires classrooms to engage in citizen science using NASA's
GLOBE Observer land cover app. Participants will engage with online interactives from the National
Forest Service, authentic datasets, and App-based labs in this 2-day online teacher workshop.

WHO: Middle and High School Science Teachers

WHAT: Virtual Teacher Professional Development Course for content and curriculum connected to
NGSS Life Science standards.

WHEN: Wednesday, June 7th AND Thursday, June 8th from 8 am - 12 pm PT/9 am - 1 pm MT/10 am -
2 pm CT/11 am - 3 pm ET each day

WHY: The goal of this course is to introduce educators to NGSS Life Science standards in the context
of the NASA-supported curriculum, “The Future of Forests”. At the end of the course, participants will
be able to effectively facilitate each lesson, connecting concepts and standards back to the unit
driving question, “How do landscapes recover after a wildfire?”

HOW: This interactive workshop will be conducted virtually via Zoom.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/teacher-workshop-the-future-of-forests-tickets-585171813647?fbclid=IwAR0cQVN3uWxtX3SwLsFmC-VQ-X9R-CN4HnT7-fEu72bNxs7fiMFssPcLjow


Switch Its - An Educational Tool for Helping Students Make Connections
Check out this Kick Starter campaign from Paul Anderson and Bozeman Science!

Switch-Its are a flexible tool for visualizing and sharing your ideas. With Switch-Its, you can unleash
your creativity and take brainstorming to the next level in the classroom, office, or at home. Each
Switch-It dry-erase block contains magnets allowing it to connect to other blocks as well as magnetic
material. Switch-Its are perfect in the classroom allowing students and teachers to model complex
processes and systems.

Switch-Its offer a hands-on approach to learning that enables students to move from the concrete to
the abstract. By manipulating the blocks, students can explore mathematical and scientific concepts
in a tactile and interactive way. We would love to have you join us on this journey. Our funding goal of
$25,000 will cover initial manufacturing and distribution costs, including materials, labor, and
shipping. Join us on this exciting journey and be a part of revolutionizing the way we visualize and
share ideas.

FREE Virtual Fieldtrip from Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Have students particularly interested in ecology or the conservation of endangered animals?

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/bozemanscience/switch-its-magnetic-dry-erase-blocks?ref=6dyatr&fbclid=IwAR0bOf0CWzq8KvM9qvVDIFavUjUkKnP4HG2iEFxhusV-Hc_VF2lXI-mVqRY


Thinking about ways to weave science careers into your classroom curriculum?

Join a free virtual field trip next week with the Denver Museum of Nature & Science as we visit
scientists at the Denver Zoo and hear about the work they're doing for the endangered Boreal Toad. In
this student-directed learning opportunity, kids can ask questions in real time and get a unique look
behind the scenes at the Denver Zoo. See below for details and register your students today!

Date: Thursday, April 6, 2023

Time: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 1 p.m. Mountain Time

Cost of program: FREE

Created for grades 4-12, but all are welcome.

First Green - Turning Golf Courses into Learning Labs
First Green is an innovative environmental and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
education outreach program using golf courses as environmental learning labs. Golf Course
Superintendents and/or local golf course representatives host students on field trips where they test
water quality, collect soil samples, identify plants, design plantings, assist in stream bed restoration
and are involved in the ecology and environmental aspects of the golf course. The students are also
introduced to many other aspects of golf.

Golf Courses offer economic benefits, recreational opportunities and green spaces to the communities
they serve. Golf Courses are large parcels of land with healthy turf, trees and other vegetation. They
provide wildlife habitat, produce oxygen and filter surface water.
First Green is a program of the GCSAA Foundation, the philanthropic organization of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).

https://www.dmns.org/learn/virtual-experiences/scientists-in-action/scientists-in-action-an-ode-to-toads/?fbclid=IwAR1DTwUVc_E_a7JB4P-k2PyyrHZnEpa97aAtsljvt58OrLHoACgciSqoLUk
https://www.thefirstgreen.org/?fbclid=IwAR2RQqx7vVpOAtkSuiEvhfkaALw69IyDJxbn5IK6Z67nWnuWStzj-xLacX8


Website Walkthrough

The Wonder of Science - Paul Anderson
Check out this fantastic website full of science standards resources from Paul Anderson! Learning
progressions, 3-dimensional science teaching, phenomenon-based instruction, teaching science
inquiry cycles, graphic organizers, and even draft assessments for science standards. This website is
rich and deep!

https://thewonderofscience.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gxcmCEcqsMWiphz_U5-H_AcoStadfnQz2t-oVs7PWhcBhC69FSQEdKs0


Climate and Equity Education: A Summer Institute for Learning and
Teaching
TERC, in partnership with the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, invites high-school
teachers to apply for a one-week, all-expenses-paid intensive on Climate and Equity Education on the
beautiful coast of Maine, July 30-August 5, 2023.



Application deadline: April 10th
https://www.terc.edu/climateandequity/

https://www.terc.edu/climateandequity/?fbclid=IwAR00DAUFGdotmFkVlxs_vrVPtZHQP25AyBNyUhjdRMK78T2WVM080fwfJ_0




Learning Through Citizen Science
The National Geographic Society developed this course, "Learning Through Citizen Science", to help
educators discover the benefits of participating in real-world scientific research–for students and the
community! Accessible for students of any age, citizen science can be adapted to suit the specific
needs of different education settings, indoors and out. The course is designed to help you spur
collaboration across disciplines and spark creativity.

"Learning Through Citizen Science" is divided into three modules. In each module, a National
Geographic Explorer guides you to investigate powerful ways global citizen science can connect you
and your learners to important scientific work that helps with understanding and protecting the world
around us. These modules are self-paced, so you can begin at any time and work at your own pace!

https://account.nationalgeographic.org/courses/cit-sci-home/?fbclid=IwAR3H1f4GRcr1HyOYOyUiqiiitIMTI7v8N5LQdhcwePQ96lV3PW-_r5GSzvw


Adult Night at the Discovery Center of Idaho
CALLING ALL STAR WARS FANS! Join us for this exclusive 21+ event and enjoy a variety of
programming provided by our incredible list of partners! Plus, full access to the largest fan-made Star
Wars collection in the world, The Fans Strike Back Exhibition. Drinks, food, fun & droids.
https://www.dcidaho.org/adultnight

Grab a beer from the newly established Brown Beard Brewing as you explore the Force

Enjoy authentic Mexican cuisine from Tony's Tamales & Catering or tasty Japanese street eats from
Bochi Bochi - Japanese Eats

Hang with the @boisestateuniversity Robotics Team for some robot demos & to learn about the brains
behind the 'bots

Put your #StarWars knowledge to the test with a speed round of trivia

Wear your best Star Wars inspired costumes for a chance to win a gift basket of Star Wars
merchandise from our beloved STEM Store

Swing by our greenscreen photo booth and capture the perfect battle scene

Play games, win prizes and feel good knowing you’re supporting #STEM in Boise by attending Drinks &
Droids! Limited tickets available - purchase yours online at DCIDAHO.ORG!
https://www.dcidaho.org/adultnight

https://www.dcidaho.org/adultnight?fbclid=IwAR0cQVN3uWxtX3SwLsFmC-VQ-X9R-CN4HnT7-fEu72bNxs7fiMFssPcLjow
https://www.facebook.com/Brownbeardbrewing?__cft__[0]=AZWP7OcZmD1ZxCoRIMKKNeuybRsoWSzGKvdiADP-BeB3UzJlaXl4KsCzelG_45Bb9UOWqR3Ips6S9ip8ybpxM9LSt2VPmaKOH6rcQdTf_JzoZw8jNM4Xxu75ZjK14tvJITeBmMd-nNvhg3IxUVK_wkW3JSGTeer1w01w5VXuxSKsv6nRcr-TU2PMWnsN0hJm_DoeS_GkOv_3e4-l82wU3Geo&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/TonysTamalesandCatering?__cft__[0]=AZWP7OcZmD1ZxCoRIMKKNeuybRsoWSzGKvdiADP-BeB3UzJlaXl4KsCzelG_45Bb9UOWqR3Ips6S9ip8ybpxM9LSt2VPmaKOH6rcQdTf_JzoZw8jNM4Xxu75ZjK14tvJITeBmMd-nNvhg3IxUVK_wkW3JSGTeer1w01w5VXuxSKsv6nRcr-TU2PMWnsN0hJm_DoeS_GkOv_3e4-l82wU3Geo&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/bochibochi208?__cft__[0]=AZWP7OcZmD1ZxCoRIMKKNeuybRsoWSzGKvdiADP-BeB3UzJlaXl4KsCzelG_45Bb9UOWqR3Ips6S9ip8ybpxM9LSt2VPmaKOH6rcQdTf_JzoZw8jNM4Xxu75ZjK14tvJITeBmMd-nNvhg3IxUVK_wkW3JSGTeer1w01w5VXuxSKsv6nRcr-TU2PMWnsN0hJm_DoeS_GkOv_3e4-l82wU3Geo&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/starwars?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWP7OcZmD1ZxCoRIMKKNeuybRsoWSzGKvdiADP-BeB3UzJlaXl4KsCzelG_45Bb9UOWqR3Ips6S9ip8ybpxM9LSt2VPmaKOH6rcQdTf_JzoZw8jNM4Xxu75ZjK14tvJITeBmMd-nNvhg3IxUVK_wkW3JSGTeer1w01w5VXuxSKsv6nRcr-TU2PMWnsN0hJm_DoeS_GkOv_3e4-l82wU3Geo&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/stem?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWP7OcZmD1ZxCoRIMKKNeuybRsoWSzGKvdiADP-BeB3UzJlaXl4KsCzelG_45Bb9UOWqR3Ips6S9ip8ybpxM9LSt2VPmaKOH6rcQdTf_JzoZw8jNM4Xxu75ZjK14tvJITeBmMd-nNvhg3IxUVK_wkW3JSGTeer1w01w5VXuxSKsv6nRcr-TU2PMWnsN0hJm_DoeS_GkOv_3e4-l82wU3Geo&__tn__=*NK*F
http://dcidaho.org/?fbclid=IwAR3MeYiTg4YhzM55VPT48Q73Jfo0invQdysUOSGB261aU2PYe6g5QRNT8cI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcidaho.org%2Fadultnight%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR32XRL9pScgDCJm-W1oYNXeH6lTwBn-ESUlgCH_FX94Jh-j8KLaXGqDW1I&h=AT0yL2h6AZGxK6MqW_NAuPAWoZWewLuxAyrUxAYv2Rr_vZ8uP3Nq6t3s9_TFZA0VpZH7QJhJwrx_5w7JY3hjtEBmV9-Y1GRVvBQCV6U2m0sJrvF6Fdt9jpm188fbJ78TwQ&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT1_C5NLCuEand6LUTaGyuVf8r8bEuIv0xY1H_pzXQFr2iVRG5KVFrgGKh8xU7kiWMCzwHjFBsV08i13WmwvKT67FWHPSRvgTB3PXbvWFASAXB25UPAkOeci-nAx-GxdcQgLDWtXo1AampLzEKygGhHd7Iqe0FjbXdoEayM2e8x339tFEUJ3Rc_arhFMLQyrR9pmg9MiMplq1qSfsrQ9VTGOJj5OZepQeFfm


Celebrate National DNA Day!
National #DNA Day is April 25, 2023, so now is the perfect time to order free DNA kits to celebrate
#DNADay and get youth excited about genomics. Order your free DNA kit at https://bit.ly/41juCAh
using CODE: Million Girls Moonshot.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dna?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVqnvS2B-fAR7uzoG7Sg5zc8AUGvdbIKCPiB81qncYEPN_s1B7FT_dNf3qj7MwrTMKwWm9GRBBhcId4dVgonnks45EphB1fUmkKyCRoM9Gl736PE5O2J4BR_UWW8WwH-pd8OaGRMtdsucmUXickPsHRdoI-luky-zDFqDRoHAdRejRcY0kvvvFLv1vJ7M4xGEV63jrGH-j_lSxyzQ1eaJAv&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dnaday?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVqnvS2B-fAR7uzoG7Sg5zc8AUGvdbIKCPiB81qncYEPN_s1B7FT_dNf3qj7MwrTMKwWm9GRBBhcId4dVgonnks45EphB1fUmkKyCRoM9Gl736PE5O2J4BR_UWW8WwH-pd8OaGRMtdsucmUXickPsHRdoI-luky-zDFqDRoHAdRejRcY0kvvvFLv1vJ7M4xGEV63jrGH-j_lSxyzQ1eaJAv&__tn__=*NK*F
https://bit.ly/41juCAh?fbclid=IwAR32XRL9pScgDCJm-W1oYNXeH6lTwBn-ESUlgCH_FX94Jh-j8KLaXGqDW1I


Facebook @IdahoScience

Dr. Melyssa Ferro

Idaho Science Teaching Association President
2021-2023
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