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A Word (or two) From Your ISTA President!
Happy Summertime to all of my friends and colleagues out there in science-land! My time as your
president is drawing to a close. Our president-elect, Tanya Elmer, will be taking over in the next few
weeks but before I transition out of this role, I would like to take a moment and thank all of you for the
incredible hard work and dedication that you show to the students of Idaho every day in your
educational spaces. Whether you are a traditional classroom teacher or you work in a non-traditional
science education setting, you matter to our learners. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

This month's edition of my presidential newsletter is dedicated to important information that you need
to know for our fall conference and the annual business meeting of our great association. Feel free to
share this newsletter with those in your circle who might be a great addition to our membership ranks
and encourage everyone that you know to get registered for the conference as soon as possible. There
are some incredible classes and �eldtrips slated for August 3rd and 4th at Borah High School in Boise,
Idaho!

https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/conference


Melyssa

Conference Fieldtrips
If you are already registered for the fall conference, you should be getting an email in the new few days
asking you to choose your �eldtrip from a list of really great options across the Treasure Valley. We
have 9 different organizations that are partnering with us to provide a variety of math and science
related places for you to visit. Each �eldtrip will offer opportunities for you and your students to take
learning outside of the 4 walls of your classroom and into the authentic world of real math and
science!



5 Year Strategic Plan
One of the things that the ISTA board has dedicated an extremely large amount of work time to this
year is establishing a 5-year strategic plan for our organization. We are determined to help our
organization grow and to increase our capacity to provide support and resources to our members
across the state. The board �nalized this plan by majority vote at our board meeting on May 30th and
we would like to share the plan with you. The infographic above summarizes the plan. For a more
detailed look at the action steps and the timeline for implementation, please visit the full strategic plan
document.

At our fall business meeting in August, we will be reviewing key points of the plan with our
membership.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15tV6g40HKg1aE1IFJlUD3KUftLbhx4t-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104356810647682102320&rtpof=true&sd=true


ISTA Bylaws
If you are new to our organization or you have been a little overwhelmed with the day to day work�ow
of your current position, you may not be aware that the ISTA board took most of last year to rewrite
and update our bylaws document. The entire document (approved at our fall conference last year --
August 2022) is available for review on our website. Feel free to take a moment and read through the
document. This is a living document and amendments can be made using the procedures outlined in
section 7 of our bylaws.

7.1 Initiation of Amendments. Proposed amendments may be initiated by the Executive Committee or
by any one of the district representatives Written text for the amendment should be submitted to the

https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/bylaws


President at least 7 days prior to the next Executive Committee meeting for review of the Executive
Committee.
7.2 Voting. The Executive Committee may amend these Bylaws by majority vote at any regular or
special meeting. Written notice setting forth the proposed amendment or summary of the changes to
be effected thereby shall be given to each member within the time and the manner provided for the
giving of notice of meetings.

Open Board Positions
One of the things that happens at the annual business meeting of our Association is that we elect our
leadership for the upcoming year. Here is a look at which board positions will be up for election based
on our bylaws and the resignations of current board members:

President Elect
Region 1 (currently held by Emily Sarha)
Region 3 (currently held by Hailey Bull)
Region 5 (currently held by Liesel Christensen)
Region 7 (OPEN)
Elementary Representative (currently held by Betty Prall)
Communications Coordinator (OPEN)

Region 2 (OPEN)
Region 4 (OPEN)

Please consider becoming an active part of our team by nominating yourself for one of these
positions! If you know someone who has some awesome leadership potential, recruit them to put their
names in the hat for a seat on the ISTA board. The job descriptions for each position are listed in
section 4 of the bylaws document (linked above) along with our elections procedures (shown below)
which are listed in section 3 of that document.

3.4 Elections. Members of the Executive Committee shall be elected at the annual meeting of the
Idaho Science Teaching Association members. Any member, in good standing, may attend the annual

https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/bylaws


meeting and be eligible to vote in the election of Executive Committee members.
3.4.1 Nominations can be made in writing before the meeting or may be accepted from the �oor
of the annual meeting.
3.4.2 New and renewing Executive Committee members shall be approved by a simple majority of
the votes received at the time of voting. Positions with only a single candidate may be elected by
acclamation.
3.4.3 If the election of Executive Committee members shall not be held at such a meeting, such an
election shall be held as soon as possible. Voting that does not happen at the annual meeting
shall be either by hard-copy or digital balloting as determined by the Executive Committee.

3.5 Term of O�ce. All positions on the Executive Committee shall be elected for a term of two years.
Elected o�cials shall take o�ce at the annual meeting.



New ISTA Science Educator Award Announcement
ISTA is partnering with the Idaho STEM Action Center to take over an annual award which will provide
�nancial support for a rock star science educator in our organization. Details are being �nalized right
now and more information will be available about this award at our fall business meeting. Think about



who those rock star science educators are that you work with and come ready to nominate them for
this ISTA scholarship award!
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