


A Word (or two) From Your ISTA President!

As we charge full STEAM ahead into the next semester, let’s focus on cultivating future-ready
minds by building connections that ignite excitement and passion for learning and discovery. How
can we, as educators, create these connections to inspire our students and equip them with the
curiosity and skills they’ll need for the future? What does “building connections that ignite” look
like in your classroom?

Are you actively helping students forge meaningful connections that strengthen your classroom
culture and community? By fostering these relationships, we set the stage for critical thinking,
collaboration, and innovation—skills essential for thriving in an ever-evolving world.

Through your membership in the Idaho Science Teaching Association (ISTA), you have the
opportunity to expand these efforts beyond your classroom walls. ISTA offers a platform to
connect with passionate science educators, exchange ideas, and collaborate on advancing science
education across Idaho. By participating in ISTA events and discussions, you’re not only growing
your professional network but also gaining tools and insights to enrich your teaching practice and
better prepare your students for the challenges ahead.

Be part of the vibrant dialogue shaping the future of science education. Follow us on social media,
tune into our podcast on our website, and explore regional events on Sched. Together, let’s
leverage these connections to fuel innovation in our classrooms and inspire the next generation of
scientifically literate, future-ready citizens.



Let’s ensure that the sparks we ignite today illuminate a brighter future for our students and
communities.

Warm regards,
Tanya Elmer
President
Idaho Science Teachers Association

Curriculum Reviews are Needed

Here is a great chance to work with the IDE on reviewing science curriculum for use in the state of
Idaho!

Invitation to review.
Application to review.

https://isde-my.sharepoint.com/personal/scook_sde_idaho_gov/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fscook%5Fsde%5Fidaho%5Fgov%2FDocuments%2F2025%20CR%2F2024%2D2025%20Invitation%2DCurriculum%2DReviewTeamMember%20new%20template%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fscook%5Fsde%5Fidaho%5Fgov%2FDocuments%2F2025%20CR&ga=1
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=haWTdmdhIEK1B_bL9Z2NccMkydQpGrhCmOXGInrPxqZUREI2NTZRTEE1TDMzTktGRThWR0E4UFNQQS4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1nPk90EjuFRVE3V7vId8gBSQUA4FkflonYd4l7wqGfzszYTLEHjVdAzzc_aem_Pt1bPpkAcE2oijuj4DgkMA


i-STEM Strand Instructors Needed

Are you a STEM education subject matter expert? The i-STEM Strand Instructor application is live!
Your expertise could impact hundreds of students across the state of Idaho and help teachers
bring cutting edge STEM education into their classrooms. Applications close December 6th, so
don't wait!

Apply today here: https://stem.idaho.gov/istem/istem-instructors/

https://stem.idaho.gov/istem/istem-instructors/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0Xe-zVYY--8-hUm9N8wB18vpuZr1HfSYtTp-Y_6ZAExJmk9ayPkCp5QIc_aem_M3RyX0eEyzShCXVeV4cLwA


Boise State University's STEM Teaching Fellowship
Boise State University is offering a STEM Teaching Fellowship for a community-based cohort of
Master's in Teaching candidates that includes at $10k/salary supplement!

Candidates must be dedicated to high-quality STEM teaching in Idaho's RURAL-serving schools.
Program features:
- Initial teacher certificate & Master in Teaching degree
- FULLY paid tuition and fees AND a stipend for living expenses
- $10,000/year salary supplement for first 4 years of teaching
and more!

Interested in more information? Go to bit.ly/stemteachfellow

Upcoming Info Sessions:
- Monday, Nov. 18th, 7:00-7:30 pm
- Tuesday, Nov. 19th, 7:00-7:30 pm

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching Are
Now Open!

https://bit.ly/stemteachfellow?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0I49pWpsHhF7FFdK95I-XRz-Z92AcHLXjr9VrjidWEr5TjoSev63yiXMs_aem_XecMv2QgwyUvZWtjhyyonA


Do you know an amazing science teacher? We think that you probably do! Nominate that person
for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) the
nation’s highest honors for teachers of STEM (including computer science). We KNOW Idaho
science teachers are doing great work and want to see those efforts celebrated!

Idaho's Externship Program

Externship experiences allow educators to build stronger connections in their communities and
bring industry-standard skills and experiences to the classroom! Applications for both hosts and
educators will open in January, but you can learn more and sign up for communication HERE!

https://paemst.nsf.gov/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGMpvRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHXWBs_W1NWya7AzOjYMe796n4Tmn9whD_LqXoRc-f8AfPtvDS723Vf8CQg_aem_LJIOUUUVfjrqGbiiXVCRjw
https://stem.idaho.gov/stem-externships/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGt1-RleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTnAGvcZ-ImYUqKLQlAXwTcHs1H6LlFj1jTXpQEHcZug-PL6zpGVxN4tsA_aem_ThOKYKf8s5JNKQjagOzFWQ


NSTA Science Teaching Awards

There’s only one month left to apply or nominate an outstanding teacher in science education for
one of the Shell Awards! Don’t miss this opportunity to recognize excellence in science teaching.
Read more about the awards and how to apply at https://bit.ly/4fs2Nw5.

Learning Blade and Computer Science Week

Kickstart your #CSEdWeek plans with Learning Blade! Join them for a virtual session on Tuesday,
December 3rd at 4 PM EST!
What’s in it for you?
● Explore computer science lessons in Learning Blade
● Gain actionable ideas to make CS Ed Week unforgettable!
Register Now!

https://bit.ly/4fs2Nw5?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1nPk90EjuFRVE3V7vId8gBSQUA4FkflonYd4l7wqGfzszYTLEHjVdAzzc_aem_Pt1bPpkAcE2oijuj4DgkMA
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/csedweek?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXtqE8wxRni72tixmsTbfrCiYq01CmEb9SQfxrn9ZzH7m7sAQwi0DrGu7cFfJBUaCoJ3e3OeMZRtasqENUfMgOX8_t5p67s4YDkZiIvyDoa88SgnsTjKeBUoPmW9JdoIrQJxiYaGErjbJ1782uiDKiSlU09A0Vzt578w04Rgw-10n8vGWPlLLtdg1EwBTckBTA&__tn__=*NK*F
https://edynamiclearning.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pf--rqD8iHtTFalOUwais1hKSkWfhiByf?fbclid=IwY2xjawGt1wFleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHd--eHZuMyGe9k_gpxnz7AxlcqDRlRbEurn9SGIko7qP5y6QKBUFLjMXwA_aem_bAMayWjalKRZBri2nmtQpw#/registration


K-12 Classroom Grants from INL

Idaho National Laboratory's K-12 Classroom Grants are now available for Idaho teachers and
administrators to improve student understanding of and learning experiences in STEM. This grant
seeks proposals that support innovative student-centered projects and experiential learning in the
classroom. Grant requests vary, with a maximum award of $2,000. The funding should be used to
cover project materials and equipment.

Power To Explore STEM Writing Challenge
Check out NASA's new U.S. K-12 student writing challenge, "Power to Explore." This year's topic is
moons of the solar system. Maximum 275 words. Deadline is January 31, 2025. Three grand prize
winners will tour NASA's Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio next summer.

For more information, click HERE!

https://inl.gov/inl-initiatives/partnering-with-inl/k-12-stem/k-12-education-grants/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGt1bZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHW5oMsBT7N_FJk97XvU6E9EmHOtsoBqlra5b3ba0PtH85WFgwUjJPcVL9A_aem_URQ9cp3tYW8tCXENqul4ag
https://science.nasa.gov/planetary-science/programs/radioisotope-power-systems/power-to-explore-stem-writing-challenge/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGt2eJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHad10qUT5CtTWhjhy4xkp2YHtsFp6u3k5dD6nDKt7ipcEKr23g4BLsrWnw_aem_3UJuK_Mx6PNWbIJIG8FvKw


Idaho NASA EPSCoR Summer Faculty Fellowships

Are you a faculty researcher at an Idaho college or university? The Idaho NASA EPSCoR is offering
Summer Faculty Fellowships to help you explore how your research and expertise can align with
NASA’s needs.
This opportunity provides the time and resources to:
Analyze NASA’s needs through tools like NSPIRES, the NASA Technology Taxonomy, and more.
Identify how your expertise can contribute to NASA’s missions.
Connect with the Idaho NASA EPSCoR team to understand processes and pathways to
collaboration.
Submit a completed Faculty Fellow Application with:
A direct budget for $5,000 + your institution's F&A (templates available).
A letter of support from your Department Chair.
**Deadline: January 24, 2025**
Don’t miss this chance to elevate your research and contribute to NASA’s innovative projects!

Learn more and apply today! www.idahonasaepscor.org/summer-faculty-fellowship

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.idahonasaepscor.org%2Fsummer-faculty-fellowship%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR31VxTfiI2Sf1t69vtuHGfGvsiYDANnvlVbP7AVpoxHkZZT32bcXYZN_vM_aem_McJFN9bW3BzdLSldFgG1Cw&h=AT2sIKBCBP3YdsoRrO41gvX-HB7gQErynJKkKhyzY_Q5buc-i9mah07IPOjdFK0EW40qbJEahT7zez3Ii_C9qYZO4aDHbngb1FnkDGxbn3KmPxKLVBjng0FzFCLin6c4DA&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT31XxKgqmTUy6SOz24TFq38tCXKaDkvuSKQA7hT9cSF3Ss41Hl98PMHlsoMVhKITISBWqW8VzE4tpAc6MMsEyVC85Lj_Z1IonV9i8UGgk9zooRJC0M4bCuxqzbNKnKczVkOcjpxMGM3SJ7a0ZUiUo-l2s5-yGjYBx9gfJTwD4UqfveDdRxs_LBJ9FS08xNpYrm_nMWDZzltjpSt0jfMHgwB8iQ7tsdZaHOjIB6HHDiZ0trljds


Climate Education with the EMBER Project
Attention Educators!

Are you passionate about climate change education and its impact on forest ecosystems? Clean
Energy. Bright Futures. is offering stipended professional development opportunities for K-12
teachers as part of the EMBER Project, a 6-year NSF-funded initiative with the University of Idaho
(https://embersci.org/).

Explore how climate change affects Ponderosa Pine and Douglas Fir forests in the West, and learn
to bring hands-on, phenomenon-based lessons into your classroom. Workshops and PD sessions
in Winter and Spring 2025 will focus on wildfire ecology, forest recovery, and transdisciplinary
science skills.

Sign up to participate or help spread the word!
Complete the interest form: https://forms.monday.com/.../1f8c9222fb59bd68b0618dc74529...

Let’s empower the next generation of climate problem-solvers together!

https://embersci.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0I49pWpsHhF7FFdK95I-XRz-Z92AcHLXjr9VrjidWEr5TjoSev63yiXMs_aem_XecMv2QgwyUvZWtjhyyonA
https://forms.monday.com/forms/1f8c9222fb59bd68b0618dc74529eb4b?r=use1&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0I49pWpsHhF7FFdK95I-XRz-Z92AcHLXjr9VrjidWEr5TjoSev63yiXMs_aem_XecMv2QgwyUvZWtjhyyonA


2025 Diversity in STEM Education Summit

Join a vibrant community of educators and leaders helping address the STEM teacher shortage by
supporting and creating opportunities for teachers from underrepresented groups! Learn more
about the (free!) 2025 Diversity in STEM Education Summit, taking place next March in Washington,
D.C., by December 13, 2024: s.si.edu/DISE-Summit

Participants selected for the program who reside outside a 50-mile radius of Washington, D.C. will
receive travel and accommodations provided by the Smithsonian Science Education Center.

2025 EngineerGirl Writing Contest

http://s.si.edu/DISE-Summit?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3fvnh2bjMhnvZP4KcZ8-wMZXKg0ZUWxLq5_UhiJKO6j-cukCgVBS4zF8A_aem_bAMayWjalKRZBri2nmtQpw


The 2025 EngineerGirl Writing Contest invites students to write a piece describing a common
object you would make "smart". Tell us what it would do, how it would help people, and what could
go wrong.
"Smart" objects are electronic devices that perform some level of computing, and they connect
with other devices via the internet. These devices create all sorts of new possibilities for ways that
the objects in your home can help you, but that means they also come with new risks.

Imagine an object you wish to make smart—a household appliance, a toy, a piece of furniture, or
other technology. Think about the information your smart device would need to function and
consider risks or problems you might encounter by making your object smart.

NEW Educator Resource from EarthScope Consortium

ShakeAlert: Pacific Northwest and the Big Squeeze

Through hands-on models, data collection, and vector map analysis, students gain an
understanding of how tectonic forces shape the region and the importance of earthquake
preparedness.

https://loom.ly/QrE0WOA

https://www.engineergirl.org/154409/2025-Writing-Contest-Rules?fbclid=IwY2xjawGt1opleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHW-KdZXb9GQont2qZKTTF1XSQHObFkdIsaKdpqFUl8_XdyDwQafXST-KUQ_aem_QwtWDE3RMu9RRCkAB2bQ9g
https://loom.ly/QrE0WOA?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0ZLBPouWs8i8jm-1R_nIXhdrmLK0HRgJ4KDeCy-gF0yCzdkEiw7V1Hn60_aem_o8kS5PgyToOVdr7jVEp2LQ


Liftoff Summer Institute for Educators

Liftoff Summer Institute for Educators is Live!

Calling 5th-12th Grade STEM Educators and Pre-Service Teachers. Application Deadline for the
2025 LiftOff Summer Institute is December 20, 2024.

Learn more using the link below:
https://www.csr.utexas.edu/liftoff/

Project Learning Tree Resources
Help multilingual students flourish this year with Project Learning Tree’s multidisciplinary approach
to teaching. Hands-on activities use nature to improve literacy, build STEM skills, increase
engagement, and more! Visit plt.org/explora to learn more.

https://www.csr.utexas.edu/liftoff/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0ZLBPouWs8i8jm-1R_nIXhdrmLK0HRgJ4KDeCy-gF0yCzdkEiw7V1Hn60_aem_o8kS5PgyToOVdr7jVEp2LQ
http://plt.org/explora?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0E-vg2q6BqOKglqgGsjS_kDig25iaCbDfM2Myzc-9RnoD4HLqDXLDkev4_aem_2T7wohsn_ndN-glH5UAnmQ


Tanya Elmer

Idaho Science Teaching Association President
2023-2025
Email: idahoscienceista@gmail.com
Website: https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/
Facebook: facebook.com/idscienceteachers
Twitter: @IdahoScience
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