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A Word (or two) From Your ISTA President!
Greetings once again from the Idaho Science Teachers Association!

As we reunite after a restful and productive summer break, we extend our warmest welcome back to
school. We hope you've had the chance to recharge and are ready to embark on a new academic
journey �lled with endless possibilities. I am excited to take over from Melyssa Ferro as your new ISTA
president. I currently teach chemistry at Borah High School in Boise and I am looking forward to a
great year!

Our excitement grows as we continue our mission to inspire and cultivate young minds through the
marvels of science. Together, let's embark on this adventure of learning, exploration, and growth,
where each lesson becomes a gateway to curiosity and discovery.
Re�ecting on the past year, we take pride in the strategic planning efforts that have shaped the future
of our association. This roadmap ensures that our organization remains vibrant and dedicated to
serving science educators across our great state.

The cornerstones of our plan – forging partnerships, offering professional development, and nurturing
networks – underscore our unwavering commitment to elevating the standard of science education.
This commitment will undoubtedly ripple through classrooms, fostering a love for science and
fostering a strong support network among educators and students alike.



To stay connected and informed, we encourage you to explore our monthly newsletter, follow our
engaging social media channels, and visit our dynamic website. These platforms will serve as your
windows to the exciting developments and initiatives that the ISTA has in store.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to you for being part of this journey to advance science education.
Your dedication empowers educators and ampli�es the impact we can make collectively. Your
enthusiasm inspires us to drive toward a future brimming with ingenuity, collaboration, and
educational triumphs.

As we set forth into this new year, let us all embrace the boundless opportunities that lie ahead. Here's
to a year of inspiration, collaboration, and transformative growth. Together, we'll illuminate the path to
an even brighter future!

Warm regards,
Tanya Elmer
President
Idaho Science Teachers Association

Your 2023-2024 ISTA Board of Directors



At our annual business meeting last month during our fall conference, we elected new board members
to represent each region and several special focus groups of members across the state.

Here is the geographic breakdown of our state so �nd your rep and send them a little email to tell them
hi!

District 1. Boundary, Bonner, Benewah, Kootenai, and Shoshone Counties
District 2. Latah, Clearwater, Idaho, Nez Perce, and Lewis Counties
District 3. Adams, Washington, Payette, Gem, Canyon, and Owyhee Counties
District 4. Blaine, Camas, Gooding, Lincoln, Cassia, Minidoka, Twin Falls, and Jerome Counties
District 5. Bear Lake, Franklin, Oneida, Power, Bannock, Caribou, and Bingham Counties
District 6. Clark, Fremont, Lemhi, Custer, Butte, Teton, Madison, Jefferson, and Bonneville
District 7. Valley, Boise, Ada, and Elmore Counties

You can also visit our Bylaws on the website to �nd out more about what these reps do for you!

Cross Cutting Concepts: A Book Study
One of our goals in our strategic plan involves increasing our professional development opportunities
for members in our state. We have formed a partnership with the State Department of Education to
provide a free book from the NSTA Press on how to use cross cutting concepts and sense making to
increase student understanding in a science classroom to our members. All of you who attended our
fall conference have already received your copy of the book. Consider joining us this fall for a book

https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/contact-us
https://www.idahoscienceteacherswix.org/bylaws


study and earn some PD credit from CSI for being a part of conversations with other science
educators from our state!

Dr. Becca Wills Outstanding Science Educator Award
We o�cially announced this new award at our fall conference last month and had intended to close
the applications yesterday and make an announcement of our winners. However, we realize that
August was a crazy busy month for all of you and we want to make sure that you have time to
nominate yourself or someone that you work with for this awesome award so we are extending the
application date until September 15th.

The Dr. Becca Wills Outstanding Science Educator Award is given to two Idaho Science Teaching
Association members who create unique opportunities for students to experience the fun and
excitement of science by integrating real-world experiences and hands-on activities into the
classroom. Do you know an ISTA member who not only creates unique opportunities for students to
experience the fun and excitement of science, but who also integrates real-world science examples
and hands-on activities into their classroom? Nominate them today!

Educators from two award categories will be selected, one from K-6th and 7th-12th grades. These
Idaho educators with a strong commitment to going above and beyond in science will be chosen by a
subcommittee of the Idaho Science Teaching Association's executive board.

Who’s eligible: ISTA members that currently work in a K-12 classroom setting. Self-nominations are
encouraged.



Inspiring Science Teachers Podcast: New Episode!
Check out the lasted edition of Inspiring Science Teachers, an awesome podcast for science
educators, by science educators (including our own ISTA president-elect Chris Stoker)! This episode
was recorded at our fall ISTA conference last month and is full of great tips from ISTA, ICTM, and
IdEEA members on how to create a positive classroom culture.

Outdoor Learning Virtual Workshop Seasonal Series
Idaho Environmental Educators Association (IdEEA) was a partner of ours for the fall conference last
month and they shared with us a great opportunity to attend some free virtual workshops this fall
from the Outdoor Learning Store. Visit the website for more information on each workshop and to get
signed up for these awesome sessions!

https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/inspiringsciteachers/episodes/Creating-a-Positive-Classroom-Culture-e28869q
https://outdoorlearningstore.com/workshops/


STEM Flights
STEM Flights is a national nonpro�t organization that combines STEM education with a free �ight
experience for middle and high school students. If you are a 6th-12th grade student (or you teach
students in that age range) interested in the world of STEM or aviation, apply today!

https://www.stemflights.org/student-resources?fbclid=IwAR3GlcBQMbdZGvOQNi6hPsj3JzC-Fql8YbRuhQw39OlKwgfuEtLCHg-pMTw


eCybermission
Registration for the 2023-2024 eCYBERMISSION competition is o�cially open! Head over to the
website and complete your registration today. We can't wait to see what community-changing projects
you complete this year!

http://www.ecybermission.com/register
http://www.ecybermission.com/register


Learning Mindsets
If you are not already familiar with our neighbor Paul Anderson from Montana, you should be! He
posts a ton of great content about sense-making and science and engineering practices and learning
mindsets. Check out his latest video at Bozeman Science about engaging our students in practicing
and performing mindsets!

https://youtu.be/tBL5X-6h7KY


Solar Eclipse Information from the Idaho Space Grant Consortium
Eclipse Information!
Did you know there's a solar eclipse in October
NASA has signi�cant resources for K-12 Educators, citizen scientist, and any other group with interest
in this awesome celestial event!

Check out their website homepage to �nd resources about eclipses and why scientist are so interested
in studying them!

Note: They are no longer able to accept requests for eclipse glasses due to high demand.

http://www.idahospacegrant.org/


On Grizzly Grounds - Idaho Museum of Natural History
IMNH invites you to join them for the screening of "On Grizzly Grounds" hosted by Kris Millgate of Tight
Line Media on Sept. 14 at Frazier Hall at 6 p.m. Millgate spent summer 2022 working out of a Toyota
Tundra following federally protected grizzlies through the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The �lm
explores grizzlies in Yellowstone National Park and Grand Teton National Park plus portions of Idaho,
Montana and Wyoming.
This event is free and family-friendly. Details include: screening, Q&A with Millgate, and reception at the
Museum.

To ensure that they can provide the best experience for all their guests, they kindly request your RSVP
by Sept. 12th. Your response is incredibly important as it helps them make accurate arrangements for
the food orders.

https://www.facebook.com/kris.millgate?__cft__[0]=AZVTaph7rXy6F0LF2HDsq9WyjNUbaqFaaC-IF-ipBuTd67aKpj2COv8cdwELkCr55kY2G69L3BtVlF4WAGnVWJLgdKZllShG_EYpHJ8SVhXMmjpkHzYYvAuRGhY-QAsW30SEWKwLoCmsOHdbkvg4RTD6g0W5NgzYfSVGFcqm0O9yAFTDCx651m_GOu9YXk_kWVnBMCT8gMx_A069U8DR10oz&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://alumni.isu.edu/e/on-grizzly-ground-film-screening/?fbclid=IwAR1KiD5t3D8X5HIzhZupG67NcTc6TqFb51nVt24sIzGRDfN8TEPJ6asnqn8


Adopt a Cow!
Educators, how about adopting a cute calf for your classroom mascot this year? The photos and
stories Discover Dairy will send you about her life on the farm will make her come alive for your
students!

Register before September 15th to join on this adventure.

https://www.facebook.com/DiscoverDairy?__cft__[0]=AZV2gGAvtiU-7kXU_61VH5b0gi6pV0n2pb6hdKoRamJnNPIuuN41x5k3xzSQBZNsbFZxhxl4tpUeEEqZPiFoPx9c4lXykarHIZ6o5GLxXOyR2R9foxcJ0gzr6_0qpFW70C0yVZ2DOQDzr3dYfTZE-f0yILZTM-3Xm7B-xVepxCZx9Y-8yuwWdYWAVF2Pm6E-6xfyhiJuCkPDE0-d9QsT6fJq&__tn__=-]K*F
http://bit.ly/45iib9E


Space Apps Challenge
Join NASA - National Aeronautics and Space Administration Space Apps Challenge on Oct 7-8 to
Explore Open Science Together!

At #SpaceApps, there’s always space for one more. This year's theme with #NASATOPS emphasizes
the importance of #OpenScience in reducing barriers of entry. Have an idea? Sign up here!

https://www.facebook.com/NASA?__cft__[0]=AZW-xwCKYtKCXXkxawAqYX7yxkTH5lo8WnEKMGd_XR4WhVyLW6DgGtgsTdWq4pCEsYiJ7bS4AoLT_MOrp3O4mIbWbXmUJca0tfm3rgNzhvDl2pEuFK5HgTBdM6okFkGB0JTqOX6a-Qp7Np7v530zrQgbHgb4ld-rpy05IlsJd9QlECZzP5ZfZNfz0r5s-AoDHrQ9snM0GA9_Y9puLXNIHcId&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/spaceappschallenge?__cft__[0]=AZW-xwCKYtKCXXkxawAqYX7yxkTH5lo8WnEKMGd_XR4WhVyLW6DgGtgsTdWq4pCEsYiJ7bS4AoLT_MOrp3O4mIbWbXmUJca0tfm3rgNzhvDl2pEuFK5HgTBdM6okFkGB0JTqOX6a-Qp7Np7v530zrQgbHgb4ld-rpy05IlsJd9QlECZzP5ZfZNfz0r5s-AoDHrQ9snM0GA9_Y9puLXNIHcId&__tn__=-]K-y-R
http://bit.ly/46L1uEV


Women Innovators (W.IN) Community Survey
Women Innovators (W.IN) is a 501(c)(3) Nonpro�t based in Boise, Idaho. With the mission to make
Idaho the place for women and girl innovators to succeed, W.IN is uniting the collective community
toward bold change in advancing women and girls in STEaM, and elevating women to academic and
professional excellence for positive economic impact.

They’re inviting everyone with an interest in Idaho STEM, gender equity, and W.IN to participate.
Whatever your gender, and whether you’re a student, in a STEM career, a sponsor, a volunteer, or
someone else, they want to hear from you so please weigh in.

The survey's purpose is to understand your experiences and interests, so they can improve
programming. It includes questions about what you do in the STEM community, your experiences, and
some demographic information. Click HERE to take this short 5 minute survey!

Facebook @IdahoScience

Tanya Elmer

Idaho Science Teaching Association President
2023-2025

idahoscienceista@gmail.com idahoscienceteacherswix.org/

http://canva.com/designschool/tutorials/canva-for-teachers/
http://facebook.com/idscienceteachers
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